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identity or their purpose. It is time for the
United States Senate to pass the Faith-Based
Initiative. The bill’s sponsor, Rick Santorum,
is here. I appreciate you, Mr. Senator, work-
ing hard. Get it out of the Senate, and get
it on my desk for the good of the American
people.

And at the same time, we must recognize
that our Government has responsibilities to
help people who cannot help themselves,
that we’ve got a responsibility to help people
who need a transition, that need a helping
hand. We’ve got that responsibility. My
budget reflects that responsibility. And
there’s one area that we need to improve
help on: We need to restore nutrition bene-
fits for legal immigrants.

The 1996 reforms imposed a 5-year ban
on most welfare benefits for new legal immi-
grants, including a permanent ban on food
stamps, unless immigrants have worked here
for 10 years or have become citizens. We’ve
proposed changing this law so that legal im-
migrants receive food stamps after 5 years,
so that those who are eligible, those who
need help, like an elderly immigrant farm-
worker, somebody who has worked hard all
his life and cannot help himself, ought to get
food stamps. Or a legal immigrant who has
been working here for 5 years and raising
a family and all a sudden gets laid off and
needs a helping hand, ought to get food
stamps.

This Nation must show compassion in a
time of a person’s need. These are the impor-
tant goals that I’ve—that I want to talk to
Congress about when the welfare reauthor-
ization bill comes up: work, families, more
flexibility to States, and compassion—a com-
passionate welfare system that knows the
true strength of the country lies in the hearts
and souls of our fellow citizens.

We can build on the advances of recent
years, confident there’s more progress to be
made and, therefore, expand the promise of
this Nation. More Americans will know the
dignity of a job. More children will find shel-
ter in strong families. More citizens will gain
the tools to succeed in a free society. And
more Americans in need will find love and
hope that can help them rebuild their lives.

Everyone can join in the work of welfare
reform by serving a neighbor. Americans can

heed that call in all kinds of ways, in local
community groups. And if they’re really in-
terested, they can call the USA Freedom
Corps or get on the Web site at
usafreedomcorps.org to find out how you can
help, how you can be a soldier in the armies
of compassion, how you can put your good
heart to work to make America a hopeful and
strong and decent country for all of us.

We’ve made progress; there’s no question
the doors of opportunity that were shut and
sealed have now been opened. Ask some of
the folks on the stage here. They had that
door slammed in their face, and now it’s
open, and there’s a brighter day ahead.

Yet, there is no acceptable level of despair
and hopelessness in America. We will not
leave people in need to their own struggle,
and we will not leave them to their own fate.

The success of the past few years should
not make us complacent as a nation. They
prove what is possible when we press for-
ward, and I am determined to press forward
to build a single nation of justice and oppor-
tunity.

May God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:53 p.m. in the
gymnasium at St. Luke’s Catholic Church. In his
remarks, he referred to Robert L. Woodson, Sr.,
founder and president, National Center for
Neighborhood Enterprise; Curtis Watkins, execu-
tive director, East Capitol Center for Change;
Gov. Scott McCallum of Wisconsin; Gov. Bill
Owens of Colorado; and Gov. Don Sundquist of
Tennessee. Public Law No. 104–193, approved
August 22, 1996, was the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996.

Statement on Proposed Pension
Security Legislation
February 26, 2002

I applaud Senators Tim Hutchinson, Trent
Lott, and Judd Gregg for introducing legisla-
tion today to strengthen the retirement secu-
rity of American workers. This legislation
would protect workers by giving them free-
dom to manage their own retirement savings,
fair notice of any blackout period, better ac-
cess to sound investment advice, and is con-
sistent with the retirement security principles
I previously outlined. This bill also assures
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that corporate officers would be held to the
same restrictions as those imposed on work-
ers.

I look forward to working with the Con-
gress in a bipartisan fashion to enact these
important protections into law.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 1969, the
‘‘Pension Security Act of 2002.’’

Statement Following a Meeting With
Southern African Leaders
February 26, 2002

Today I met with three Presidents who can
help bring peace and prosperity to southern
Africa. Presidents dos Santos of Angola,
Chissano of Mozambique, and Mogae of Bot-
swana and I discussed our common interests
in working with each other and through the
Southern African Development Community
to bring greater peace, prosperity, and sta-
bility to the region.

I reiterated that expanding trade is the sur-
est path to sustainable development. I com-
mended the three Presidents’ leadership in
developing a regional strategy to combat
HIV/AIDS and promote economic integra-
tion. As part of that effort, I asked the Presi-
dents to join my call for the World Bank to
begin providing 50 percent of its assistance
to the world’s poorest nations in the form
of grants rather than loans.

The three Presidents also discussed the
tragic wars in Angola and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. We agreed that
peace is within reach of both countries. I
urged President dos Santos to move quickly
toward achieving a cease-fire in Angola. And
we agreed that all parties have an obligation
to seize this moment to end the war and de-
velop Angola’s vast wealth to the benefit of
the Angolan people. President dos Santos has
it within his power to end 26 years of fighting
by reaching out to all Angolans willing to lay
down their arms. Angolans deserve no less.

Finally, I commend the work of former
President Masire, President Mbeki, and
other SADC leaders—including Presidents
dos Santos, Chissano, and Mogae—on the
Inter-Congolese Dialogue in South Africa. I
remain committed to working with the lead-

ers of southern Africa to achieve lasting
peace and stability in the region.

NOTE: The statement referred to former Presi-
dent Quett K.J. Masire of Botswana and President
Thabo Mbeki of South Africa.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency Relating to
Cuba and of the Emergency
Authority Relating to the Regulation
of the Anchorage and Movement of
Vessels
February 26, 2002

On March 1, 1996, by Proclamation 6867,
President Clinton declared a national emer-
gency to address the disturbance or threat-
ened disturbance of international relations
caused by the February 24, 1996, destruction
by the Government of Cuba of two unarmed
U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in inter-
national airspace north of Cuba. In July 1996
and on subsequent occasions, the Govern-
ment of Cuba stated its intent to forcefully
defend its sovereignty against any U.S.-reg-
istered vessels or aircraft that might enter
Cuban territorial waters or airspace while in-
volved in a flotilla and peaceful protest. Since
these events, the Government of Cuba has
not demonstrated that it will refrain from the
future use of reckless and excessive force
against U.S. vessels or aircraft that may en-
gage in memorial activities or peaceful pro-
test north of Cuba. Therefore, in accordance
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing the national emergency with respect
to Cuba and the emergency authority relat-
ing to the regulation of the anchorage and
movement of vessels set out in Proclamation
6867.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 26, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:11 p.m., February 27, 2002]
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